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Urgency 

Code Score  Description 

CAN 
Critical 
action 
needed 

A combination of very high magnitude risks/foregone opportunities and a strong evidence base. This calls for critical new, stronger or different Government 
action, whether policies, implementation activities, capacity building or enabling environment for adaptation – over and above those already planned. 

CI 
Critical 
investigation 

A combination of very high/high magnitude risks/foregone opportunities and a poor evidence base from the present day until the 2050s. This calls for 
Government to prioritise action to fill significant evidence gaps or reduce the uncertainty in the current level of understanding in order to assess the need for 
additional action.  

MAN 
More action 
needed 

A combination of very high/high magnitude risks/foregone opportunities in the 2080s or high/medium magnitude risks/foregone opportunities from present day 
to the 2050s, and high/medium confidence in the evidence base. This calls for new, stronger or different Government action, whether policies, implementation 
activities, capacity building or enabling environment for adaptation – over and above those already planned.  

FI 
Further 
investigation 

A combination of very high/high magnitude risks/foregone opportunities in the 2080s or medium/low magnitude risks/foregone opportunities from the present 
day till the 2050s, and low confidence in the evidence base. On the basis of available information, it is not known if more action is needed or not. More 
evidence is required to fill significant gaps or reduce the uncertainty in the current level of understanding to assess the need for additional action.  

WB 
Watching 
brief 

A combination of low magnitude risks/foregone opportunities and low confidence in the evidence base. The evidence in these areas should be kept under 
review, with continuous monitoring of risk levels and adaptation activity (or the potential for opportunities and adaptation) so that further action can be taken if 
necessary. 

SCA 
Sustain 
current 
action 

A combination of medium/low magnitude risks/foregone opportunities and a high/medium confidence in the evidence base. Current or planned levels of 
activity are appropriate, but continued implementation of these policies or plans is needed to ensure that the risk or opportunity continues to be managed in 
the future. 

 

 

 Magnitude  Confidence 

Code VH H M L For more information 
please see CCRA4-IA 
Technical Report pg 

52-53 

 Code 3 2 1 
For more 

information 
see CCRA4-
IA Technical 
Report pg 54 

Score 
Very 
High 

High Medium Low 
 

Score High Medium Low 

       

 

Description 

The evidence is of 
high quality and there 
is strong consensus 
among experts. 

Evidence is more limited 
or uncertain, but there is 
still general agreement 
on the conclusion. 

The evidence is 
limited or conflicting, 
leading to weaker 
consensus. 
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Risk Summary for Northern Ireland by Sector: 
Health Built Environment Land Nature and Food Infrastructure Economy 

H1: Risks to people from heat 
BE1: Risks to buildings and 

communities from heat 
N1: Risks to terrestrial and 

coastal ecosystems 

I1: Risks to the delivery of 
infrastructure services from 

interdependencies with other 
infrastructure systems 

E1: Risks to UK macroeconomic 
performance and stability 

H2: Risks to people from 
extreme weather, excluding 

heat 

BE2: Risks to buildings and 
communities from flooding 

N2: Risks to freshwater 
ecosystems 

I2: Risks to electricity generation 
E2: Risks to domestic and 

overseas physical assets of UK 
businesses 

H3: Risks to people from 
changes in air quality 

BE3: Risks to buildings and 
communities from coastal change N3: Risks to marine Ecosystems 

I3: Risks to electricity 
transmission and distribution 

systems 

E3: Risks to domestic and 
international supply chains and 

resource inputs of UK businesses 
H4: Risks to people from 

climate-sensitive infectious 
diseases 

BE4: Risks to buildings and 
communities, excluding from heat, 

flooding and coastal change 
N4: Risks to soil ecosystems I4: Risks to fuel supply systems 

E4: Risks to the productivity and 
availability of labour in the UK 

H5: Risks to food safety and 
nutrition 

BE5: Risks to indoor environmental 
quality 

N5: Risks to natural carbon stores 
and sequestration 

I5: Risks to road transport 
systems 

E5: Risks to the financial 
institutions and financial system 

H6: Risks to health and social 
care delivery 

BE6: Risks to cultural heritage and 
landscapes 

N6: Risks to agriculture I6: Risks to rail transport systems E6: Risks to public finances 

 
BE7: Risks to facilities delivering 
public services, excluding health 

and social care 

N7: Risks to fisheries and 
aquaculture 

I7: Risks to aviation and maritime 
transport systems E7: Risks to household finances 

 
BE8: Risks to local resilience 

planning and emergency service 
response capabilities 

N8: Risks to forestry 
I8: Risks to digital and 

communications systems 

E8: Opportunities for UK 
businesses and financial 

institutions from delivering 
adaptation goods and services  

 BE9: Risks to households from 
changing energy demand 

N9: Opportunities for agriculture, 
forestry, fisheries and 

aquaculture 

I9: Risks to water supply and 
wastewater systems 

 

  N10: Risks to food security 
I10: Risks to waste management 
systems, excluding wastewater 

systems 
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Sector pg.  Risk 
ID Risk Present 2030 2050 2080 Urgency Score 

C
ha

pt
er

 3
: H

ea
lt

h 

147 H1 
Risks to people from heat 

M 1 M 1 H 1 H 1 CI 

164 H2 
Risks to people from extreme 
weather, excluding heat H 3 H 3 H 3 H 3 MAN 

178 H3 
Risks to people from changes in air 
quality VH 1 VH 1 VH 1 VH 1 CI 

192 H4 
Risks to people from climate-
sensitive infectious diseases M 2 M 1 M 1 M 1 MAN 

207 H5 
Risks to food safety and nutrition 

M 1 M 1 M 1 M 1 FI 

216 H6 
Risks to health and social care 
delivery M 2 M 2 M 2 H 2 MAN 
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Sector pg.  Risk 
ID 

Risk Present 2030 2050 2080 Urgency Score 
C

ha
pt

er
 4

: B
ui

lt
 E

nv
ir

on
m

en
t 

261 BE1 
Risks to buildings and communities 
from heat H 1 H 1 H 2 H 2 CI 

270 BE2 
Risks to buildings and communities 
from flooding H 3 H 3 VH 3 VH 3 CAN 

283 BE3 
Risks to buildings and communities 
from coastal change L 2 L 2 M 1 M 1 FI 

295 BE4 
Risks to buildings and communities, 
excluding from heat, flooding and 
coastal change 

H 2 H 2 H 2 H 2 MAN 

306 BE5 
Risks to indoor environmental quality 

H 2 M 1 M 1 M 1 MAN 

316 BE6 
Risks to cultural heritage and 
landscapes M 1 M 1 H 1 H 1 CI 

327 BE7 
Risks to facilities delivering public 
services, excluding health and social 
care 

M 1 M 1 M 1 M 1 FI 

337 BE8 
Risks to local resilience planning and 
emergency service response 
capabilities 

H 2 H 2 H 1 VH 1 CI 

348 BE9 
Risks to households from changing 
energy demand L 3 L 3 L 2 M 2 SCA 
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Sector pg.  Risk 
ID 

Risk Present 2030 2050 2080 Urgency Score 
C

ha
pt

er
 5

: L
an

d.
 N

at
ur

e 
an

d 
Fo

od
 

400 N1 
Risks to terrestrial and coastal 
ecosystems H 3 H 2 H 2 VH 2  MAN 

411 N2 
Risks to freshwater ecosystems 

H 3 H 2 H 2 VH 2  MAN 

421 N3 
Risks to marine Ecosystems 

M 2 H 2 H 2 VH 2  MAN 

430 N4 
Risks to soil ecosystems 

M 2 M 2 H 2 H 2 CI 

440 N5 
Risks to natural carbon stores and 
sequestration H 3 H 2 H 2 VH 2  MAN 

449 N6 
Risks to agriculture 

H 2 H 2 H 2 VH 2  MAN 

460 N7 
Risks to fisheries and aquaculture 

H 2 H 2 H 2 VH 2  MAN 

471 N8 
Risks to forestry 

L 2 L 2 L 2 M 2 SCA 

483 N9 
Opportunities for agriculture, 
forestry, fisheries and aquaculture L 1 L 1 L 1 L 1 FI 

491 N10 
Risks to food security 

H 2 VH 2 VH 2 VH 1 CAN 
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Sector pg.  Risk 
ID 

Risk Present 2030 2050 2080 Urgency Score 
C

ha
pt

er
 6

: I
nf

ra
st

ru
ct

ur
e 

550 I1 
Risks to the delivery of infrastructure 
services from interdependencies with 
other infrastructure systems 

H 3 H 3 VH 2 VH 1 CAN 

560 I2 
Risks to electricity generation 

M 2 M 2 M 1 M 1 MAN 

571 I3 
Risks to electricity transmission and 
distribution systems H 3 H 2 H 2 H 2 MAN 

581 I4 
Risks to fuel supply systems 

H 1 H 1 H 1 H 1 CI 

592 I5 
Risks to road transport systems 

H 2 H 2 H 1 VH 1 CI 

602 I6 
Risks to rail transport systems 

M 2 M 2 M 2 H 2 MAN 

612 I7 
Risks to aviation and maritime 
transport systems H 2 H 1 H 1 H 1 CI 

622 I8 
Risks to digital and communications 
systems M 1 M 1 M 1 H 1 FI 

630 I9 
Risks to water supply and wastewater 
systems H 2 H 2 H 2 H 1 MAN 

640 I10 
 Risks to waste management 
systems, excluding wastewater 
systems 

L 1 L 1 L 1 L 1 FI 
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Sector pg.  Risk 
ID 

Risk Present 2030 2050 2080 Urgency Score 
C

ha
pt

er
 7

: E
co

no
m

y 

689 E1 
Risks to UK macroeconomic 
performance and stability H 3 H 2 VH 2 VH 2 CAN 

703 E2 
Risks to domestic and overseas 
physical assets of UK businesses H 2 H 2 VH 2 VH 2 CAN 

715 E3 
Risks to domestic and international 
supply chains and resource inputs of 
UK businesses 

H 2 H 1 VH 1 VH 1 CI 

725 E4 
Risks to the productivity and 
availability of labour in the UK H 2 H 2 VH 1 VH 1 CI 

737 E5 
Risks to the financial institutions and 
financial system M 2 H 2 VH 2 VH 2 CAN 

753 E6 
Risks to public finances 

H 2 H2 VH 1 VH 1 CI 

763 E7 
Risks to household finances 

M 2 M 1 H 1 H 1 CI 

774 E8 
Opportunities for UK businesses and 
financial institutions from delivering 
adaptation goods and services  

M 2 H 2 VH 1 VH 1 CI 

 


