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The Climate Change (Reporting Bodies) Regulations (NI) 

2024

• The Regulations were laid and made by DAERA and  

came into operation on 3rd May 2024  – delivering on 

requirements of section 42 of the Climate Change Act 

(NI) 2022.

• In addition, DAERA will:

• encourage voluntary reporting; and

• review the Regulations at a future date, to 

explore extending the scope of the Regulations 

– through amending Regulations.



• Consultation – Analysis of responses to DAERA’s extended 13-week public 

consultation in 2023 and the pre-consultation workshops with public bodies in the 

latter quarter of 2022.

• Engagement with other departmental officials - including policy, sectoral and 

Climate Action Plan leads; and

• Advice from the UK Climate Change Committee - on timing and frequency of 

reporting. 

The Regulations were informed by



The Climate Change (Reporting Bodies) Regulations (NI) 

2024

A criteria-based proportionality approach - used to identify who 

should report. 

Public bodies specified in the Regulations are:

❑ authorities listed in the Public Services Ombudsman Act 

(Northern Ireland) 2016, and

❑ subject to the Department of Finance’s public procurement 

policy,

❑ large-sized organisations (i.e. with 250 or more FTE staff). 

40 public bodies were identified and specified in the Regulations.



1.  Education Authority

2.  Belfast Metropolitan College 

3.  Northern Regional College

4.  North West Regional College  

5.  South Eastern Regional College    

6.  South West Regional College  

7.  Southern Regional College 

8.  Queen’s University of Belfast

9.  Ulster University

10. NI Council for the Curriculum, Examinations and Assessment

11. Northern Ireland Ambulance Service Health and Social Care Trust

12. Belfast Health and Social Care Trust

13. Northern Health and Social Care Trust

14. South Eastern Health and Social Care Trust

15. Southern Health and Social Care Trust

16. Western Health and Social Care Trust

17. Regional Agency for Public Health and Social Well-being

18. Regional Business Services Organisation

19. Agri-Food and Biosciences Institute

20. The National Museums and Galleries of Northern Ireland

List of the 40 Individual Bodies Specified

21. Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council

22. Ards and North Down Borough Council

23. Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough Council

24. Belfast City Council

25. Causeway Coast and Glens Borough Council

26. Derry City and Strabane District Council

27. Fermanagh and Omagh District Council 

28. Lisburn and Castlereagh City Council

29. Mid and East Antrim Borough Council

30. Mid Ulster District Council

31. Newry, Mourne and Down District Council

32. Invest Northern Ireland

33. Northern Ireland Assembly Commission

34. Northern Ireland Fire and Rescue Service

35. Northern Ireland Housing Executive

36. Northern Ireland Library Authority (“Libraries NI”)

37. Northern Ireland Transport Holding Company

38. Northern Ireland Water Limited

39. Police Service of Northern Ireland

40. Probation Board for Northern Ireland



Climate Change Reporting Requirements

• The Regulations place reporting duties on the specified public bodies. 

These duties cover both:

➢ adaptation; and 

➢ mitigation. 

• Specified public bodies are not required to report immediately. 

• Reporting on adaptation and mitigation will be spilt between two separate 

reporting cycles, so the reports will not be required to be submitted at the 

same time.



Requirements of the Regulations

2nd report due October 2028 

(i) Amounts and sources of GHG emissions 
for each of the 3 preceding financial 
years. 

(ii) Proposals and policies for reducing 
emissions and timescales for 
implementation. 

(iii) Assessment of progress made.

Regulation 5(1) – Climate Change Mitigation Reports

1st report due October 2025

(i) Sets baseline year for greenhouse gas 
emissions (‘GHG’) - April ’24 to March ‘25.

(ii) Amounts and sources of GHG emissions for 
that financial year.

(iv) Proposals and policies for reducing 
emissions and timescales for 
implementation.

(v) Reporting every 3 years thereafter.



Requirements of the Regulations

1st report due 31st March 2026

Relates to 4 years beginning 1st January 2026

All reports must include:

(i) Current and predicted impact of 
climate change;

(ii) Proposals and policies for adapting to 
climate change; and

(iii)Timescales for implementing these 
proposals and policies.

FROM 2nd REPORT ONWARDS -
include assessment of progress.

Regulation 4(1) – Climate Change Adaptation Reports

2nd report due 31st January 2030

Relates to 5 years beginning 1st January 2030

3rd report due 31st January 2035

Relates to 5 years beginning 1st January 2035



Further requirements of the Regulations

Reporting bodies must have regard to:

• the latest 5-year UK Climate Change 

Risk Assessment;

• the latest 5-year Northern Ireland 

Climate Change Adaptation 

Programme; and

• the desirability of co-ordinating the 

body’s proposals and policies with other 

parts of the UK, Republic of Ireland or 

elsewhere.

Regulation 7 – Matters to which reporting bodies must have regard



Further requirements/provisions of the Regulations

Regulation 8  - Co-operation on preparation of reports – between reporting bodies 

in preparation of a report.

Regulation 9  - Joint reports – between two or more reporting bodies. 

Regulation 10 - Corrected reports – allows for corrections and resubmission of 

corrected reports.

Regulation 11 - Publication of reports – on bodies own website and DAERA’s website.



Support to Reporting Bodies

WHAT support will DAERA 

provide?

i. Online Portal (for public bodies to 

insert data/information into) working 

with DSD and DfE (ECDR system).

ii. Reporting Template (climate change 

questions)

iii. Guidance

iv. Set up of a co-design group / 

workshops with reporting bodies

v. Training

WHEN will DAERA provide support?

I. At the earliest possible opportunity; and

II. Prior to reports being due.

1st Mitigation report due 31st October 2025.

1st Adaptation report due 31st March 2026.



Who will be involved in developing guidance and reporting 

template and other support

DAERA-led

Public Body 

Reporting Team. 

Co-Design Working Group

A representative selection of 

bodies, with varying levels of 

climate change reporting 

experience.

Climate NI

i. Engagement Facilitation 

with Co-Design Working 

Group Workshops

ii. Assist in implementing 

Training of reporting 

bodies

iii. Toolkits?

iv. Peer Support Group?



How will the reported information be analysed and used?

• The portal will provide dashboard access to individual reports, and a synopsis for each 

reporting cycle.

• The reports and data within will be shared widely with all Northern Ireland departments, 

Climate Commissioner, Climate Change Committee, etc. and will be publicly available-

but subject to GDPR. 

• The reported data will be used to inform the development of policies and strategies, e.g. 

future UK Climate Change Risk Assessments. 



Thank You.

Questions?
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